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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and 
listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1. {cancelled} 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) A data providing system_j_ comprising: 

a plurality of first devices for communicating individually 
with a plurality of terminal devices each connected to a 
network; and 

^ a second device for broadcasting data to all of the terminal 
devices which are in a communicable state with the first 
devices , 

wherein each of aai d the plurality of first devices transmits 
individual data prepared in accordance with a request from one 
of the terminal devices to oaid the one of the terminal devices 
via the network, and 

the second device broadcasts data indicating an operation 
state of the network, which changes occasionally in accordance 
with a load on a respective one of the first devices, to all of 
the terminal devices in real time, and transmits as a proxy for 
the one first device data to be sent by the one first device 
when some or all of aaid the plurality of first devices have a 
load which exceeds a predetermined value . 

4. (currently amended) A data providing system according to 
claim 3, wherein at least one of the first devices further 
comprises: a first data generator for generating load data 
indicating a load status of the Q ubjcct at least one first device 
which changes occasionally in accordance with an access status 
sent from aaid the plurality of terminal devices; and a unit for 



14 



Application No.: 09/916,936 



Docket No.: SCEI 3.0-075 



transmitting the generated load data to the second device in 
real time; and 

the second device includes a second data generator for 
generating the operation o tatuo state data on the basis of the 
load data received from the at least one of the first devices. 

5. (currently amended) A data providing system^ comprising: 
a first device for communicating individually with a 

plurality of terminal devices each connected to a network; and 

a second device for broadcasting data to all of the terminal 
devices which are in a communicable state with the first 
devices, 

wherein oaid the plurality of terminal devices and the first 
device are of types which enable to form a common logical space 
to be formed , 

the first device detects a request ef — rcvioion — e# to revise 
the logical space from at least one of the terminal devices, and 
changoo revises the logical space on the basis of thea detected 
status, and 

the second device broadcasts the status of the logical space 
after the revision in the first device to oai d the plurality of 
terminal devices. 

6. (currently amended) A data providing system^ comprising: 

a plurality of first devices for communicating individually 
with a plurality of terminal devices each connected to a 
network; and 

a second device for broadcasting data of the same contents 
to oaid the plurality of terminal devices, 

wherein each of oaid the plurality of first devices has a 
logical space formed therein to be accessible by o aid the 
plurality of terminal devices, the-se logical spaces being formed 
associated with each other, and 

15 



Application No.: 09/916,936 



Docket No.: SCEI 3.0-075 



the second device, when the status of the logical space 
changes in one of the first devices, varies the status of the 
logical space of other first devices on the basis of the 
variation changed status in the one of the first devices , and 
provides the statuses of all the logical spaces after the 
variation to aaid the plurality of terminal devices in real time. 

7. (currently amended) A data providing system according to 
claim 6, wherein at least one of aaid the plurality of terminal 
devices further comprises: 

a status changer for forming a logical space within the at 

least one terminal device and for changing the status of the 
formed logical space, the logical space formed within the at 
least one terminal device having the same structure as the 
logical space formed in the first device to be accessed by the 
at least one oubjcct terminal device, within the oubjcct terminal 
device, and for changing the atatuo of the formed logical opacc, 
and 

a data transmitter for transmitting in real time , when the 
status of the logical space within the aubjcct at least one 
terminal device has changed, data indicating the 
variation changed status to the first device to be accessed by 
the oubjcct at least one terminal device in real time . 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (cancelled) 

11. (cancelled) 

12. (currently amended) A data providing apparatus^ comprising: 
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a first communication unit for transmitting part of 
reproducible data to be provided to a first device 
Gommunioablc capable of communicating individually with a 
plurality of terminal devices connected to a network, so as to 
malcG cause the first device to transmit the data to each of 
g gid the plurality of terminal devices; 

a load detector for detecting a load on the first device 
when individually transmitting the data to be provided to one of 
g g id the plurality of terminal devices via the network; 

a generator for generating operation otatuo state data 
indicating an operation atatuo state of the network, which 
changes occasionally in accordance with the detected load of the 
first device; and 

a second communication unit for broadcasting the generated 
operation otatuo state dataT- to all of the terminal devices which 
are in a communicable state with the first device, 

wherein aaid — all of oaid the terminal devices in the 
communicable state are rcndcrcd caused to construct an 
environment in which oaid all of oaid the terminal devices in the 
communicable state enable — feecan reproduce the data to be 
provided in real time in cooperation with the first device. 

13, (original) A data providing apparatus according to claim 
12 , further comprising a proxy transmission unit for 
transmitting, as a proxy, individual data to be transmitted by 
the_ first device when the load detected by the load detector 
exceeds a" predetermined value. 

14. (currently amended) A data providing apparatus_^ comprising: 
a first communication unit for communicating with a first 

device Gommunicabl c capable of communicating individually with a 
plurality of terminal devices connected to a network; and 
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a second communication unit for broadcasting data to all of 
the terminal devices which are in a communicable state with the 
first ,device, ; 

wherein a common logical space can be created in aai d the 
plurality of terminal devices and the first device, 

the first device detects a request of rcvioion of to revise 
the logical space from at least one of the terminal devices, and 
changca revises the logical space on the basis of the detected 
otatup request , and 

the second doviGo communication unit handles the status of 
the logical space after the revision in the first device, 
acquired through the first communication unit, as the data to be 
broadcasted. 

15. (currently amended) A data providing apparatus_^ comprising: 

a first communication unit for communicating with a 
plurality of first devices communiGablc capable of communicating 
individually with a plurality of terminal devices connected to a 
network; and 

a second communication unit for broadcasting data to all of 
the terminal devices which are in a communicable state with 
DQi d the plurality of first devices, 

wherein each of oaid the plurality of first devices forms a 
logical , space accessible by ea^the plurality of terminal 
devices , the logical spaces being formed in association with 
fe^ each other of paid plurality of firot doviGCO , and 

the second communication unit acquires tiiea changed status 
via the first communication unit when the status of the logical 
space has changed in one of eeidthe plurality of first devices, 
and handles the status of othcr the logical space s in other of 
the plurality of first devices which haa have changed in 
accordance with the changed status in the one first device , as 
the data to be broadcasted. 
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16 . (cancelled) 



17. (currently amended) A recording medium recorded with a 
computer program for rcndoring causing a computer to function as 
a data providing device, said device comprising: 

a first communication unit for transmitting part of 
reproducible data to be provided to a first device 
communioablG capable of communicating individually with a 
plurality of terminal devices connected to a network, so as to 
mQlcc cause the first device to transmit the data to each of 
aaid the plurality of terminal devices; 

a load detection unit for detecting a load on the first 
device when individually transmitting the data to be provided to 
one of oaid the plurality of terminal devices via the network; 

a generator for generating operation atatua state data 
indicating an operation ntatuo state of the network, which 
changes occasionally in accordance with the detected load of the 
first device; and 

a second communication unit for broadcasting the generated 
operation otatuo state data- to all of the terminal devices which 
a communicable state with the first device, 

wherein the data providing device malcco causes each of 
oaid the plurality of terminal devices in the communicable state 
to construct an environment in which oaid the plurality of 
terminal devices in the communicable state can reproduce the 
data to be provided in real time in cooperation with the first 
device . 

18. (currently amended) A recording medium recorded with a 
computer program for rcndcring causing a computer to 
OGrvo f unction as a data providing device, said device 
comprising : 
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a first communication unit for communicating' with a first 
device communicablc capable of communicating individually with a 
plurality of terminal devices connected to a network; and 

a second communication unit for broadcasting data to all of 
the terminal devices which are in a communicable state with the 
first device , 

wherein a common logical space can be created in oaid the 
plurality of terminal devices and the first device, 

the first device detects a request of rcviaion of to revise 
the logical space from at least one of the terminal devices, and 
ohangco revises the logical space on the basis of the detected 
otatuo request , and 

the second dev4^ communication unit handles the status of 
the logical space after the revision in the first device, 
acquired through the first communication unit, as the data to be 
broadcasted. 

19. (currently amended) A recording medium recorded with a 
computer program for rcndcring causing a computer to 
acrvc f unction as a data providing device, said device 
comprising : 

a first communication unit for communicating with a 
plurality of first devices Gommunicablc capable of communicating 
individually with a plurality of terminal devices connected to a 
network; and 

a second communication unit for broadcasting data to all of 
the terminal devices which are in a communicable state with 
ggid the plurality of first devices, 

wherein each of saidthe plurality of first devices 
crGQtco forms a logical spacee accessible by ggid the plurality of 
terminal devices , the logical spaces being formed in association 
with fe ^each other of oaid plurality of firot dcvicoo , and 
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the second communication unit acquires feiiea changed status 
via the first communication unit when the status of the logical 
space has changed in one of oaid the plurality of first devices, 
and handles the status of othcr the logical space s in other of 
the plurality of first devices which haa -have changed in 
accordance with the changed status in the one first device , as 
the data to be broadcasted. 



